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NAMM 2024: Could Korg’s Grandstage X be the best-looking stage piano yet? 
We’d be happy to be seen with it at a gig
















NAMM 2024: Korg’s Poetry, a ‘Chopin piano’, could be the most unexpected signature instrument ever
Surely it should have been called the ‘Chopiano’, though?

















“It feels like there are more keys”: this curved grand piano just made its debut at Carnegie Hall, and is praised for its “effortless” playability
Has keyboard development turned a corner or gone round the bend?
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GForce Software delivers another dose of seductive ‘70s sounds with Virtual String Machine 4, “the perfect solution for creating the sound bed of your next track”



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 19 March 24




Prepare to be beguiled by these classic instruments all over again
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“A well-designed, hugely convenient plugin”: Denise Audio Bass XXL review



By

Si Truss 

published 19 March 24


	£29
	€34
	$37




Denise’s latest ‘single use’ plugin looks to add harmonic presence to bass sounds. We go XXL
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Native Instruments’ Pro-53 synth returns for free as Pro-54, but only in your web browser



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 19 March 24




Could a plugin port of this Prophet-5 emulation be on the way, though?
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“A budget-friendly instrument with core RD features”: Roland launches the RD-08 stage piano, the most affordable RD model yet



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 19 March 24




A compact stage piano that comes with built-in speakers, SuperNATURAL and ZEN-Core sound engines, and Roland Cloud expansion support
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“How do you play that right hand?”: Watch Toto’s David Paich and Steve Porcaro playing Rosanna and Africa on the Steinway grand piano that they were originally recorded on more than 40 years ago



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 18 March 24




We also get snippets of Hold The Line and Michael Jackson’s Human Nature, as Paich and Porcaro head back to Sunset Sound recording studio in Hollywood
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“Packs a mighty punch for such a compact sub”: Kali Audio WS-6.2 studio sub review



By

Simon Fellows 

published 18 March 24


	£599
	€599
	$544




We get big bass tones from a sub that punches way above its size






PA Subwoofers



















Moog Music is leaving its iconic Asheville headquarters, as company president Joe Richardson says that the workforce had to be “rationalised” following the InMusic takeover



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 18 March 24




"With any transition like this, where there is an acquisition, there's a number of roles that become redundant or roles that already existed in the organisation,” he says
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“A well-made budget headphone for recording”: the t.bone HD 515 review



By

Jon Musgrave 

published 17 March 24


	£25
	€29
	$26




We try these new headphones from Thomann’s low cost brand. Can they provide a meaty sound?
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“Come for the otherworldly pads, stay for the surprisingly hard-hitting bass”: Baby Audio Atoms review



By

Si Truss 

published 16 March 24


	£51
	€58
	$53




A network of springs? A shape-shifting violin? We attempt to explain Baby Audio’s new synth…
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What does the music from Star Wars sound like when played on an MPE keyboard controller? Something like this



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 15 March 24




The pressure-sensitivity is strong in this one
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“The perfect single device for routing, mixing, performing and producing”: Allen & Heath CQ-18T review



By

Chris Corfield 

published 15 March 24


	£899
	€1049
	$949




Can one device solve all your studio and performance routing needs? The CQ-18T is giving it a go
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Jon Batiste named Pianist Of The Year at the Pianote Awards, as Jordan Rudess, Yuja Wang and Cory Henry are also honoured



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 15 March 24




The winners were announced in YouTube livestream
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“A great portable effects and mixing controller for DJs building modular setups”: Native Instruments Traktor X1 MK3 review



By

Charlotte Sterland 

published 14 March 24


	£259
	€256
	$233




We get to grips with this portable controller for DJs who want looping and effects at their fingertips
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“An excellent update with great low frequency delivery,”: PreSonus Eris Studio 8 review



By

Jon Musgrave 

published 13 March 24


	£219 each
	€248 each
	$225 each




PreSonus Eris monitors offer incredible value. We power up the newly updated Studio 8
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"This isn't just a piece of equipment; it connects me with my dad”: Universal Audio’s Bill Putnam Jr confirms that he’s bought the classic Caesars Palace console that was built by his father and used to mix Frank Sinatra and Judy Garland



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 12 March 24




Start spreading the news - it’s coming home to UA
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“This definitely needs Moog bass”: Watch Snarky Puppy keyboard player Justin Stanton jamming over just the vocals and drums of Dua Lipa’s Don’t Start Now, a song he’s never heard before



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 12 March 24




It’s fair to say that he takes it in a very different direction
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Roland’s new premium digital pianos look like uprights, but are designed to sound and play like acoustic grands



By

Ben Rogerson 

published 12 March 24




LX-9, LX-6 and LX-5 use a range of technologies to make them feel mighty real
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“Evolving tones that can be finely controlled or left to their own devices”: Erica Synths Hexinverter Mindphaser review



By

Rob Redman 

published 11 March 24


	£460
	€529
	$489




We toast the new incarnation of a Hexinverter staple some thought would never again see the light
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"It’s not one of my favourite things. It’s stupid because I produced it, but the keyboards just hit me as wrong": Van Halen's Jump is 40 years old. Here's how the most famous keyboard riff of all time was created (and how you can do it, too)



By

Andy Jones 

published 11 March 24




Or the most irritating? You decide…
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“For creating ambient textures and drones, there’s endless fun to be had”: beetlecrab.audio Tempera review



By

Si Truss 

published 10 March 24


	€670




This granular instrument is unique and slightly baffling, but it’s also hugely rewarding
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Get the MusicRadar Newsletter
Want all the hottest music and gear news, reviews, deals, features and more, direct to your inbox? Sign up here. 
Contact me with news and offers from other Future brandsReceive email from us on behalf of our trusted partners or sponsors
By submitting your information you agree to the Terms & Conditions and Privacy Policy and are aged 16 or over.
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1
Moog Music is leaving its iconic Asheville headquarters, as company president Joe Richardson says that the workforce had to be “rationalised” following the InMusic takeover



	2
"I have tremendous problems with some of my own tunes, unless they’re particularly simple": Remembering the musical mind, self-deprecation and wisdom of Allan Holdsworth  



	3
“How do you play that right hand?”: Watch Toto’s David Paich and Steve Porcaro playing Rosanna and Africa on the Steinway grand piano that they were originally recorded on more than 40 years ago



	4
"He didn't tap a foot or move his head or anything. He listened to it all the way through and I thought he hated it": when an Eagle, Heartbreaker, Roger Linn and an Oberheim OB-X combined forces for a pop masterpiece – the Boys Of Summer story



	5
"It’s hard to think of a better or more affordable way of getting into high-quality smart audio than this": WiiM Amp review




	


1
"I experimented with that technique because I saw everybody else doing it, but I just never got good results with it": Steve Albini explains why he decided to break from traditional speaker miking methods in the recording studio



	2
“I think that the whole band was kind of misunderstood by everybody, and it gave us a sort of an edge, you know": The story of Cream's Disraeli Gears 



	3
Moog Music is leaving its iconic Asheville headquarters, as company president Joe Richardson says that the workforce had to be “rationalised” following the InMusic takeover



	4
"I have tremendous problems with some of my own tunes, unless they’re particularly simple": Remembering the musical mind, self-deprecation and wisdom of Allan Holdsworth  



	5
“How do you play that right hand?”: Watch Toto’s David Paich and Steve Porcaro playing Rosanna and Africa on the Steinway grand piano that they were originally recorded on more than 40 years ago
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